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Holland got her present southern frontiers. Her
frontiers do not follow prominent geographical fea-
tures; they cut across the great rivers; but that does
not mean that they are artificial. They are historic
and national. Their course was determined by events
which happened centuries ago, and by the simple fact
that, because of their history, the people on one side
of the line are Dutchmen while the people on the
other side are Germans or Belgians. From the North
Sea to the River Waal the frontier was laid down,
though it was not a new line even then, in the Peace
of Westphalia of 1648. The frontier with Belgium is
practically the same as it was in 1790 (before the
French revolutionary wars); and except, in one part
this frontier of 1790 had been the same since 1648
and earlier.
Two points about this Dutch-Belgian frontier need
to be explained. There is a small isolated piece of
Dutch territory, Dutch Flanders, on the left bank of
the mouth of the Scheldt. This is very important
strategically because it means that the Scheldt at its
mouth runs through Dutch territorial waters. But
there is nothing accidental or anomalous about Dutch
Flanders. Its population is completely Dutch, and
it has been Dutch for more than three centuries. The
other part of the frontier that looks odd on the map
is the 'Limburg appendix'. This piece of Dutch terri-
tory running down between Belgium and Germany
on the right bank of the River Maas is about twenty-
five miles long from north to south and at its narrowest
point only about four miles wide. It bars some of
the routes between Belgium and Germany; but the
Dutch could not possibly defend it unless they were
in alliance with either the Belgians or the Germans.
It is Dutch because the town of Maastricht, at the
principal crossing of the Maas in this region, has been
Dutch since 1648, but until 1831 was an isolated